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Coal Creek Elementary 
801 W. Tamarisk Street 

Louisville, CO 80027 
Phone 

720.561.4500 
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720.561.4502 
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720.561.4501 
Website 

http://bvsd.org/schools/ 
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Hello Coal Creek Elementary Families,  
 

We have had a really nice, solid first week back after Spring Break. 
The beautiful weather is a true gift and we are thankful for the 
opportunities our students and staff have to get outside during the 
school day.  
 

Today, Friday, April 2nd, CCE celebrated Autism Awareness Day 
and started the month off right :) Last year we had a “Celebrate 
Differences Day” and wore blue while encouraging our students to 
share how they are kind to others. This year, our students and staff 
celebrated differences and acceptance through various activities 
involved with art, through writing stories, reading books, sharing 
personal stories and experiences, or with watching short video/book 
presentations-such as:  
 

 Or to enhance more about Autism read or watch this 
Book: Just Ask, Be Different, Be Brave, Be You 
https://youtu.be/q4sGcaA6bFk 

 Or Video: Amazing Things Happen https://youtu.be/7JdCY-
cdgkI 

 
Mr. Dorr and Mrs. Eckrode are joining in collaboration to further the 
discussion about differences. They will also be connecting the traits 
of No Place For Hate with our RISE program to naturally create 
opportunities for students to learn how we can make an impact here 
at CCE and beyond. Please continue the conversation at home and 
share in our celebration of April as the Autism Awareness Month so 
we can help spread kindness and autism awareness!  
 

We are continuing to monitor how our students are doing with the 
recent tragedy in Boulder King Soopers. On Monday, I shared a 
document for parents from the National Association of School 
Psychologists. These are some helpful excerpts from this document 
to keep in mind if your child is aware of violent acts in our world or 
other traumas: 
 

 Make time to talk -- it is most appropriate for children to 
process with adults at home and school.  If your child is 
aware of these events, it’s important to let them know that 
other children may not be and define appropriate settings to 
process their feelings.   

 

 (continued on next page) 

 

 

 

 

Calendar 

 

April 12 

Deployment Day for 

Home Learners 

 

April 13 – 15  

CMAS Testing for  

3rd Grace & 5th Grade 

 

April 16 & 19 

No School 

 

April 20 – 22  

CMAS Testing for  

4th Grade 

 

April 26 

Deployment Day for           

Home Learners 

 

 
 

  

http://bvsd.org/schools/
https://youtu.be/q4sGcaA6bFk
https://youtu.be/7JdCY-cdgkI
https://youtu.be/7JdCY-cdgkI
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/school-violence-resources/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers#:~:text=Reassure%20children%20that%20they%20are,in%20expressing%20these%20feelings%20appropriately.
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 It is important to identify an adult at home and an adult at school with whom a child can talk 
with if they need reassurance -- this is a good practice to have in place at all times.  

 Reassure students that the world is a good place, but that some people do bad things.  
 Remind children that grief and sadness are normal reactions to such events.  Listen to the 

children, even if they repeat themselves.  This is how some younger children will seek 
reassurance. 

 Explain events in a manner that is age-appropriate (see the document for 
suggestions).  Tell the truth, but don’t be afraid to say "I don't know" to the question of 
"why?"  It is ok to explain that these sorts of events make adults sad, but temper this with an 
explanation that trusted adults will do what they can to help children to be safe. 

 Stick to a normal routine and limit media access. 
 Pay particular attention to your child if they have experienced loss or trauma 

recently.  Please communicate to our counselor, Rob Dorr @ robert.dorr@bvsd.org if you 
need to connect about your child’s emotional needs and functioning at school. 

Special thanks to Molly Trappe and our PTA for leading the charge in bringing the webinar 
“Parenting Through the Pandemic” to our community in March. The organization, Girls Leadership, 
also joined us a year ago and presented (in person) on “Raising Resilient Girls”. I have been really 
impressed with both opportunities and have heard from many of you on how helpful and 
supportive these events have been for our community. If you didn’t get a chance to join us for the 
live webinar, here is a link to access the presentation: Link to Great Webinar :)   (Access 
Passcode: #yPQ!8FK). It will remain active for one week, from 4/2-4/9 and is offered at no 
cost..thanks to PTA!  Below is a synopsis for what participants experienced during the webinar:  

Feeling burned out and overwhelmed by the demands of parenting and caregiving in the 
midst of a pandemic? Parents and caregivers are carrying the burden of their own stress, 
while at the same time simultaneously attempting to hold space for the heightened 
emotional needs of their children.  

Thank you all for everything you are doing to support your student(s) and school..Happy Spring!  
~One Grateful Puma, Brian Muñoz 
 

 

Coal Creek CMAS testing schedule 
 

April 13-15 

8:15-10:15  3rd grade ELA 

10:30-12:30  5th grade ELA 

 

April 20-22 

8:30-10:30 4th grade math 

 

April 23,30 Fridays 

Make ups 

 

April 27-30 

Additional testing 

Make ups 

 

mailto:robert.dorr@bvsd.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/AWn84wwBfUxrwApG8H1EvJ-5v_YImI3lR6CHO14Ew4FFlYB429YogCkFh2Ad3QUc.WHcjBwIGahcz4w6O
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Counselor Corner 
 
Hello Coal Creek Families, 

I hope the Spring Break gave you and your families some amazing time to rejuvenate! It is crazy to 
believe that we’re already in April, and it has been so impressive to see how resilient and hard-working 
these students have been throughout the course of this year! My “Counselor’s Corner” is pretty dense this 
month, so please reach out if you have any questions after reading any of the information. 
  
No Place for Hate 

Our NPFH coalition has had multiple meetings thus far and have been able to have great discussions 
about dealing with differing opinions, being an UPstander/Ally to those who need help, and will be 
continuing discussions around a way to engage all our students in a NPFH activity led by the coalition.  

Also, as mentioned in the Library section of the Newsletter this month, our amazing Library staff 
have put together a collection of books that coincide with No Place for Hate. Stories about being resilient, 
inclusion, and equity have been put on display and selected for grade levels to be reading about. I am so 
thankful for this amazing opportunity to continue to explore No Place for Hate, and to be doing it through 
reading and books is such an incredible opportunity for our community. Thank you Mrs. Kirby and Mrs. 
Montoya! See their awesome NPFH book billboard below! 

 
  
“I never thought it could happen to my family…” 

I wanted to take a minute to talk to you all about social media and internet exposure. As a counselor 
in middle and high school, peer conflicts were a daily concern across the student body. What became 
apparent, however, was the amount of conflict that occurred through media platforms and the internet. 
Cyberbullying, online harassment, trolling, posting, messaging, all of it seemed to happen more and more 
frequently as the years passed. What became one of the most difficult pieces, was talking to families 
involved, no matter what side. “We thought we were on top of it, but apparently not,” and “I never thought 
my child would be hurt by this,” are some of the things I would hear. Students would own up to all the 
workarounds, talk about their role, and how it got to where the situation was to the shock of the families, 
and when asked about all the reasons how it got to that point, students would sit there, confused, as if they 
had no idea themselves. When I would ask students as to whether they thought all this would benefit them, 
they would say that, at the moment, they had no clue where it would lead nor did they care in the moment, 
it was only after it spiraled out of control that they wished they hadn’t done it. When I got a position in 
elementary school, I knew this was something I wanted to get ahead of, not only for the families, but for the 
overall health and wellbeing of our students not only now, but as they grow into middle schoolers and high 
schoolers. 

So what can be done? At the elementary level, the teachers, as well as myself, present multiple 
lessons on what we call “Digital Citizenship.” All students K-5 are given access to these lessons throughout 
the year. It teaches them how to react when someone is being unkind through a video game, social platform, 
and other types of e-communication. Our kids are constantly exposed to No Place for Hate, where it talks 
about cyberbullying, what it is, and how to stand up to it. Even at LMS, I can say that both Mr. Auday and 
Mrs. Ryan put a huge emphasis on being smart and safe online. 

 
(continued on next page) 
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At home, which is where a lot of the issues tend to happen, there are many ways to establish healthy, 
safe boundaries around technology and the internet. First, simply, is being active in communication around 
what a safe, healthy, online presence looks like. The more discussion around this that takes place, the more 
normal it becomes, which will lead to open communication when something strays from that definition of 
safe and healthy online. A second tip, model healthy boundaries around phones. Having a home “charging 
dock” where all electronics are stored after a certain time. I know this is sometimes hard for families that 
correspond overseas or have odd work hours, but if it can be done, it can be a great way to model shutting 
down from tech and starting a solid nighttime routine. Another way that works similar to this is having all 
tech “turned in” to the adults at a certain time. This gives parents a great way to connect with their child 
over their phone, as they can lead discussions about what is on their phone, how certain apps work, what 
privacy settings they have, etc. Another reason for a set time to “turn in/off” electronics is due to something 
I’ve learned from my overnight years working in the medical field...Nothing good happens between 10p and 
6a. The only close, legitimate argument I’ve heard is the Olympics. Most injuries that happen between 6a 
and 10p are work-related, however, between 10p and 6a, when the sun has set, the injuries are much more 
related to poor decision making, and this also coincides with much of the cyber issues I have seen 
throughout my time working in K-12. One last thing that can be done as parents, is to monitor your child’s 
electronic use! Apps such as Bark, Qustodio, Norton Family Premier, Life360, MobiCip, NetNanny, and 
Screentime are just a few of the apps that caregivers have utilized to keep track of location, app use, 
screentime, etc. There is usually cost around some of these, however, so use the apps that best fit you and 
your families. I’ve attached a link for the top 10 parental control apps as determined by Consumer Review 
here. It also has some shocking data on how much screen time certain age ranges have been on electronics 
from 2019, pre-pandemic times. 

Being proactive as a school and as a family can do a lot to curb some of the negative things that can 
occur online. If you have a child with a phone or tech and just begin implementing some of these tools, 
expect pushback, but know, that with consistency, the pushback gets less and less. Kids will still find ways to 
make mistakes, and each one, if addressed as quickly as possible, can lead to a great learning experience 
around technology. Technology is a great tool for us to access so much more than we can, and together, we 
can ensure that we are giving the next generation the tools to be successful with it and the "know it all" to 
handle any adversity if it comes their way. 
  
One Last Note 
I would like to address the horrible tragedy that occurred at King Soopers over Spring Break. As Mr. Munoz 
eloquently explained, Coal Creek would look to resume their schedules as normal as can be, without 
bringing up the details of the tragedy in respect to the many different approaches elementary school parents 
take with sharing information with their children. The primary role we serve at Coal Creek is to ensure that 
all our students feel safe within these walls. The teachers have been provided with information on how to 
keep a vigilant eye out for any students who may need to discuss the events or process the events. I am 
always available to answer any questions around how to discuss tragedies such as this with families, as 
navigating the fine line between too much information and not enough information at the right 
developmental stage can be difficult. I have copied one of the primary documents on how to talk with your 
children here. My information is below if you need to contact me, and please don’t hesitate to reach out.  
  
It is so hard to believe that we’re in April and that we’re so close to the end of the school year. Please make 
sure to celebrate all the incredible things your students have accomplished and been doing. They pushed 
through some of the most difficult times in the past year with a tenacity and determination that has been 
inspiring to me. I am so grateful for the chance to work with all the Coal Creek kiddos and am thankful for 
this amazing community! Thank you for all that you do! 
  
In Partnership, 
Rob Dorr 
robert.dorr@bvsd.org 
720-561-4562 

 

https://www.consumersadvocate.org/parental-control-apps#toc-overview
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/school-violence-resources/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers#:~:text=Reassure%20children%20that%20they%20are,in%20expressing%20these%20feelings%20appropriately.
mailto:robert.dorr@bvsd.org
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From the CCE Library... 
 
Check out our new bookshelf!  
We are supporting the school wide program 
called No Place For Hate.  We pulled books that 
focus on community, inclusion, self worth, anti-
bias and bullying and will be teaching lessons 
and reading aloud books on these important 
topics during Library class throughout April.  
 

Battle of the Books  
 
April 5th Practice Competitions on Google Meets 
Code: KIR 
         3rd Grade 8:45am 
         4th Grade 9:30am 
         5th Grade 10:20am 
 
Battle of the Books District Competition (Save 
the date)  
   Saturday April 24th     3rd, 4th & 5th  9:00am – 
3:15pm  
 
   Specific details will be emailed closer to event  
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PTA News 
 
 

Hello Puma Families!  
 

 I hope you all had a wonderful Spring Break and are ready for the last 
stretch of school. The PTA is busy planning for next school year and looking 
forward to hopefully a return to normal!  
 

Girls Leadership 

Thank you to all who could join us for the Girls Leadership webinar on March 
18th. I hope you found it beneficial. If you missed it, you are in luck. Girls 
Leadership did record the webinar and it is available for our community to 
watch starting this Friday April 2 for one week only. The recording will not be 
available to watch after next Friday April 9th.  
Parenting Through the Pandemic Recording: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/AWn84wwBfUxrwApG8H1EvJ-
5v_YImI3lR6CHO14Ew4FFlYB429YogCkFh2Ad3QUc.WHcjBwIGahcz4w6O 
Access Passcode: #yPQ!8FK 

  

Looking for a brave and fun space to explore the power of voice together? Join Girls Leadership's Girl & 
Grown-up Workshops starting in April. You’ll learn practical communication skills you both can put into 
practice right away.  
www.girlsleadership.org/workshops 
 

20-21 Yearbooks are available for order! 
Coal Creek yearbooks are available for order. Ordering Deadline is Sunday, April 12!  The book features 
two complimentary custom pages you get to design to make the yearbook unique for your kiddo.    
Go to www.treering.com/validate  
Coal Creek passcode: 1015386893194584  
Estimated date (direct to your home) on/around May 21, 2021 

Questions?: Contact Jenny Kratzke at paddler04@hotmail.com or Luisa Rosen at luisacrosen@gmail.com 
 

Join the PTA Board 

The PTA NEEDS you!! We are now looking for parents who want to get more involved in your child’s school 
by joining the PTA Board. The PTA Board is a 2 year commitment and we meet once a month. The open 
positions for 2021-2023 are Vice President, VP of Finance, Secretary, Co-Volunteer Coordinator and 
Marketing/Fundraising. If you are interested in learning more about the positions or the Board please email: 
CoalCreekElementaryPTA@gmail.com.  
 

Volunteer Positions for the 2021/2022 School Year  
If you are currently a lead volunteer and are not planning on keeping your role next year please let Leah 
Vanberg or Kirsten Schuchman know ASAP. Currently, we are looking for 2 individuals to lead the crossing 
guards and the Garden to Table. Please reach out to Leah or Kirsten if you want to learn more.  
 

Please join us on Friday April 23rd from 12-1pm on Google meet meet.google.com/ton-rrnk-uib as we 

discuss next year’s budget.  
 

Happy Spring, 
Your PTA Board  

                      
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/AWn84wwBfUxrwApG8H1EvJ-5v_YImI3lR6CHO14Ew4FFlYB429YogCkFh2Ad3QUc.WHcjBwIGahcz4w6O
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/AWn84wwBfUxrwApG8H1EvJ-5v_YImI3lR6CHO14Ew4FFlYB429YogCkFh2Ad3QUc.WHcjBwIGahcz4w6O
http://www.girlsleadership.org/workshops
http://www.treering.com/validate
mailto:CoalCreekElementaryPTA@gmail.com
http://meet.google.com/ton-rrnk-uib

